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BALDOCK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  C o u.n oil 


Mr.  Ghairinan,  Mrs.  Lewis  and  Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  112/50  I again 
submit  a report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  distric' 
for  the  year  1950. 

The  local  vital  statistics  continue  favourable  with  s.  birth 
lu  te  distinctly  above  and  a death  rate  markedly  below  the  corres— 
ponaing  rates  for  Jiingland  and  Wales.  The  Registrar  General  again 
supplies  for  your  district  the  same  Comparabili ty  Factor  of  l."23, 
scov/ing  the  problems  oi  your  Council  to  be  those  of  a population 
markedly  younger  in  age  distribution  than  the  national  composition, 
.t'rorn  such  arise  particular  pressing  problems  of  housing  and  over— 
crov/ding  by  sub-tenancy. 

I vfould  acknowledge  having  received  during  the  year  every 
consideration  and  help  from  your  Council  and  its  chief  officers ^ 
particularly  from  Mr,  Makepeaces  your  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector ^ 
and  from  Mr.  Knighton  your  additional  inspector.  Mr.  Makepeace  is 
responsible  for  the  sanitary  sections  of  this  report. 

I am,  ladies  and  g entlemen , 

Your  obedient  servant, 


VICTOR  R walker 


District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


July  195®- 


SECT I OH  A LOCAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 5L2 

Population  - Registrar-General's  Estimate  for 

■ mid  1950  . . . 5 j946 

Humber  of  separately  rated  hereditaments  as  at 

1st  April  1950  (including  1,492  inhabited  houses)  1,742 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April  1950  ...  ...  ...£32,563 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (estd)  1950-5I  £131.  I3.  Qd. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for-  the  Year  1950 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Totals 

Male 

Female 

Baldock 

Comparable  rate 

Urban 

for  England  and 

District 

Wales 

Legitimate 

95 

51 

44 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

2 

All 

100 

54 

46 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

of  the 

estimated 

resident 

1 6,  8 

• • S • • 

.15,4. 

STILLBIRTHS: 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

All 

2 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000 
births 

total 

(live  and 

still ) 

.20. 

.23. 

DEATHS . 

59 

32 

27 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

of  the 

estimated 

resident 

9.9 

11.6  . 

DEATH  RATES  OF 

INFANTS  UITDER 

ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  "births 


UO 


Actual  number  of  deaths  (a)  under  and  (h)  totals  under 

h weeks  1 year 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

All 


■ 3 


3 


4 

4 


Deaths  from  Puerperal'  Cases'  ' ■.  . . ... 

Deaths  f rom  Cancer  (all  sites)  15 

Deaths  from  Measles  ' ■ . . . . . . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ' ...  ...  ... 

Deaths  from  other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Comment  on  vital  statistics  for  the  year 

The  local  "birth  and  death  rates  continue  to  compare  favour- 
ably v/ith  the  figures  for  other  Herts,  districts,  though  less  markedly 
then  in  1949*  Still-birth  and  infant  deaths  rates  when  ad^'ed  appro- 
zimate  to  the  national  figures. 

The  chief"  causes  of  death  were’  Heart  and  Other  Vascular 
diseases  l6.  Cancer  (all  sites)  15?  and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
i'iervous  System  6. 

SEC;nON_B  QLHBRAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SLRVICBS 


Such  were  unchanged  during  the  year. 


SLOT  I OF  C SAITITARY  CIRCDMSTAHCES  OF  BALDOCL 

l.(i)  V7ater  There  hes  been  no  material  change  during  the 

year.  The  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  in  quantity 
and  regular  sampling  from  various  parts  of  the  tovm's 
supply  shows  satisfactory  q,uality. 

(ii)  Drainage  & Sewerage  Ho  important  alterations  were  made 
during  the  year  to  the  Council’s  sewerage  and  drainage 
systems . 


( i i i ) Sev/age  Y/orks  During  August  the  Ministry  of  Health  in- 
formed the  Council  that  a commencement  of  the  neYr  Sewage 
Scheme  could  be'  made  in  1951  and  authority  v/as  received, 
to  invite  tenders  for  the  work. 

'2.(i)  Rivers  and  Streams  Samples  of  water  from  the  River 

Ivel  were  regularly  submitted  for  analysis,  and  the  results 
shov\red  that  the  dissolved  oxygen  content  was  sufficient 
to  support  fish  life. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing  Ho  change. 


( i i i ) Sanitary  Inspection  of  ohe  Area 


(a) 

(b) 

(o) 

(a) 

(e) 

(f) 

isi 


Total  member  of  inspections  of  dwelling 
houses  (for  housing  defects  under  Pu'Dlic 

Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under 
the  Pood  and  Drugs  Acts  (including  shops, ^ 
restaurants  and  sampling  of  ice-cream  etc). 
Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under 
the  Factories  Act  (including  outworkers 

premises).  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  for 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. . . ...  ...  ...  ••• 

Number  of  investigations  regarding  in- 
fectious. diseases. ...  ...  ...  • . * • • • 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses,  Farms  and 
Dairies..  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  inspections. . ...  ...  ... 

Rodent  Control  During  the  year  116  premises 
were  dealt  v/ith  including  dvrelling  houses, 
business  premises  and  the  Council’s  sev/ers, 
refuse  tip  and  sewage  farm.  A total  of  580 
visit's  were  made  in  connection  v/ith  this 
work.  Several  major  infestations  v;ere  dealt 
with  but  the  majority  were  of  a minor  nature. 


. 163 


162 


33 


70 

12 


11 

65 
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SECT  I GIT  C . SANITARY  CIRCJMSTANCE  OF  EALDOCK 

2.(iv)  Food  Premises;,  Sho]js  and  Offices  During  the  year  regular 
inspections  of  food  premises  v/ere  carried  out  and  action 
taken  to  secure  compliance  v/ith  the  Council's  Byelaws  and 
the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act.  Forty  seven  samples  of  ice-cream. 
v.^ere  taken  anci  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  analysis.  No  inspections  of  offices  were  carried  out. 

(v)  Smoke  Abatement  Two  observations  v;ere  made  v/ith  a vievv 
to  abating  smoke  nuisances  and  informal  action  taken. 

(vi)  Swimming  Pool  (private)  Regular  sampling  of  the  water 
was  carried'  out;  and  the  results  showed  that  a satisfactory 
standard  v/as  maintained  throughout  the  summer  months. 

(vii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bup;s  Two  complaints  regarding  bed  bug 
infestation  were  notified  and  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

SECTION  D HOUSING 

One  house  was  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the 
year  and  55  houses  were  completed  by  the  Local  Authority. 


The  serving  of  9 formal  notices,  4 preliminary  notices, 
informal  letters  and  other  action  resulted  in  the  follov/ing  housing 
defects  being  remedied  to  private  properties. - 


Choked  drains 

...  20 

Drains  relayed  or  extended. . 

4 

.//c's  repaired 

5 

Overflow/  pipes  causing 

Floors  repaired. 

3 

dampness ...  ...  ... 

14 

Eaves/roof  repaired. . . 

■7 

• • • (• 

Rainv/ater  pipes  defective.  . . 

3 

Dangerous  wall/fencing 

2 

¥aste  pipes  repaired. . ... 

2 

Soil  Pipe  replaced  . . . 

1 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ... 

15 

Dust  bins  replaced  . . . 

...  12 

Chimney  defects 

3 

Miscellaneous 

30 

Housing  Act  195^  Overcrov/ding  Five  cases  of  overcrov/ding  v/ere 
investigated  and  action  taken  v/ith  a view  to  eventually  rehousing 
the  people  concerned. 

SECTION  E INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  Supply  Supervisory  work  in  connection  with  dairy  farms 
is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  A close  inspection  of  the  milk  and  containers 
supplied  to  the  schools  ensured  a sat  -sfactory  standard  being- 
main  tained. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Regular  inspection  of  butchers  shops 

in  the  tov/n  shows  that  the  quality  of  fresh  meat,  inspected  at 
Letchworth,  continues  to  be  very  good. 

The  foliowring  foodstuffs  were  condemned  locally  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption : - 

52'  lbs  English  beef 
360  lbs  Imported  rabbits 
7'-  lbs  Butter 
1 lb  Tea 
1 lb  Sugar 
23  cans  Milk 

20  cans  Miscellaneous  food 


170  Eggs 

18  dozen  Chocolate  Ices 
120  lbs  tinned  Ham 
4 cans  Fish 
4 cans  Meat  product 
37  cans  Fruit 


-4- 


r' 


aiiJCTION  F FREVALEI^CE  OF,  CQFTROL  OT^R  IITFSCTIOUS  DISEA3.53  . 

The  Total  notifications  of  acute  infectious  diseases  (after 
correction)  v/ere.  Mcrosles  lU3s  whooping  cough  2,  scarlet  fever  4j 
erysipelas  j,  infective  hepatitis  3?  acute  polioinyeli tis  1,  and  acute 
pneumopia  1.  Chicken  pox  ceased  to  he  notifiable  during  the  year. 

•;.o  > Measles  was  semi -epidemic  in  the  Spring  jnd  early  Summer 
v/hile  w.hooping  cough  prevalence  v/as  confined  to  the  last  k months 
of  the  year. 

Scarlet  fever  The  small  number  (4)  of  sporadic  cases  among 

infant  'children  were  confined  to  the  early  months  of  vhe  year. 

J^epati tls  The  three  cases  occurred  in  the  first  quarter 

and  showed  direct  connection. 

Poliomyelitis  The  only  case  occurring  in  the  early  autumn 

was  of  a young  child  taken  ill  in  another  part  of  the  country,  late 
diagnosis  having  been  made  upon  a mild  residual  paralysis  in  one 
limb. 

Diphtheria  For  another  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  con- 

firmed in  the  district.  Despite  its  continued  long  absence  the 
offer  of  protection  of  infants  by  irLim'’unisation  continues  to  be  ac- 
cepted by  a large  majority  of  parents. 

TUBERCUT'OSIS  Few  Cases  and  Deat^'^s  During  the  ’Year  • ■ 


Age 

Periods 

■ . 

Now 

Cases 

..fDeu.ths.  ...  .... . . 

o tory 

LWon-^e  spi  ra  to  r v _ _ 

Respiratory 

Won-Resuira torv  i 

M 

P “ 

li 

~ F 

h' 

•p 

M 

r 

0-1 

1-3 

- 

- 

: 

- 

- 

' 

- 

1 

3-13 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

■ 

- . i 

13  - 23 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 1 1 

25  -.  35 

2 

1 

1 

... 

■ - 

- 

_ 1 

35  - U5 

~ 

- 

1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

and  over 

- 

- 

1 

“ 

• • 

1 

— 

1 

i 

To  tal  s 

3 

4 

i 

1 — 

1 

- 

: 

t 

1 

' 

Compared  with  1949  notifications  of  new  cases  '•how  a good 
reduction  on  the  rather  high  figure  for  that  year.  Wo  deaths  from 
any  form  of  tuberculosis  v;ere  recorded y against  2 in  1949  ond  3 
1948. 


V.  R.  fALKSR 
District  Medical  Officer 
Health 


.Fily,  1931. 
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